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Los Angeles was replete with the athletic 
emissaries of the world during the summer of 
1984. Sports venues throughout the region were 
conscripted to Olympic events. Yes, the games 
of the 23rd Olympiad moved Los Angeles to 
center stage for a command performance. LA 
didn’t disappoint—its second go-round with the 
Olympics was a resounding success.

Then came the summer of 1985.
The lingering goodwill of international 

competition vanished. Its replacement, a 
crime wave never before known to Angelenos. 
Residents found the hours of darkness most 
frightening. Safety typically found at home was 
compromised. Residences, both urban and 
suburban, were targeted for unlawful entries, 
and worse. Women were senselessly attacked. 
Some were murdered. So, too, were male 
counterparts. Crime scenes took on a demonic 
bent. Law enforcement scrambled to the aid of 
Southern California.

With the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department 
coordinating a multi-jurisdictional task force, 
a single suspect was found to be responsible 
for a lengthy crime spree consisting of at least  
13 murders, 5 attempted murders, 11 sexual 
assaults, and 14 burglaries. Evidence of satanic 
rituals was discovered along with identifying 
forensic evidence. The latter brought about the 
identi�cation of a crook previously known to the 
LAPD. His earlier crimes, however, were far less 
alarming, far less serious, and seemingly devoid 
of hellish darkness.

Once the crimes were attributed to Richard Ramirez, his identity was transmitted 
widely. So much so that a group of citizens corralled the creep before law enforcement 
could locate him. The horri�c crimes abated, but it was more than four years before the 
cases made their way through the courts.  

This exhibition of photographs returns to the summer of 1985, and progresses to 
the arrest of Richard Ramirez, and continues through the years of legal proceedings, 
introducing talented investigators, prosecutors, and, of course, the survivors. All became 
publicly known not just for their respective roles, but also for their places in a terrible time 
in LA history.

Certainly LA had seen its fair share of sensational crimes and criminals. Think 
Manson, Sirhan Sirhan, the Hillside Stranglers, and early murderers like Hickman, 
Glatman, and others. Some cases bore nicknames—the Black Dahlia undoubtedly 
tops that category. This is quite a criminal roll call. Absent, however, was the level of 
immutable and undeniable terror that beset the greater Los Angeles area.  

In the summer of 1985, the unarmed purchased guns. Long broken door and window 
locks were repaired and forti�ed. Family dogs were forced into sentry service. Lights 
were left on day and night. Visitors found themselves unattended on otherwise familiar 
front stoops. The Southland was too scared to come to the door, and instead ducked 
under a blanket of fear.  

This was the social impact of the Night Stalker. Indeed it is an unsettling tale, but one 
worthy of a revisit through images held in the collection of the Los Angeles Public Library. 
The images exhibited offer visual details related to the crimes of the Night Stalker; the 
social impact and the efforts of the many who brought Richard Ramirez to justice. Shown 
are investigators, attorneys, courtroom scenes, and survivors. The latter are those most 
worthy of our attention, as their horror was far more personal than the general fright 
known by the masses.  

It was a terrible time for all who suffered through Satan’s Summer in the City of 
Angels. 

photofriends.org

Photographs from the Collection of
This photo exhibit curated 

and accompanying book edited 
by Glynn Martin

Photo Friends of the Los Angeles Public Library invites you to a photo exhibit & book launch on Thursday, January 17, 2019 
from 6–8 pm (remarks at 7)—our latest project looks back at the scary summer of 1985. We’ll be in the History Dept. 
at Central Library (630 W. Fifth St. 90071), LL4. ¶ Then, on Sunday, January 20 at 2 pm, join our author (and retired 
LAPD sargeant) Glynn Martin in conversation with Lt. Gil Carrillo, who helped break the case. We’ll be in the Taper 
Auditorium, Central Library; no reservations necessary, doors will open at 1:45. Books will be available for purchase & 
signing (also available on Amazon and at the LAPL store). For more info (parking, ADA info, etc.), go to: events.lapl.org 
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