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Creating Cultural Currency

is a grassroots initiative using art to improve the economy
of our community. The project will partner
working artists with members
of underserved communities to
design, produce, and promote
artworks. Partners will learn new skills that will
enhance future employment opportunities in an entrepreneurial
environment. Projects start from a one-of-a-kind prototype,
to a limited edition based on the design, to sales in gallery
environments. Our starting point is creating art toys with an LA
design focus. Our homebase is Plaza de la Raza, and the project is already scheduled to participate in Plaza’s holiday 2019 sales in
early Dec. and be featured in Plaza’s soon-to-be-redesigned Tiendita.
The kickoff project is GÜIRO* design hands-on workshop. Participants will sketch a design on paper, then learn how
to produce it and begin work on it. The instructor will cover material sourcing, work processes, tools, inventory, pricing, and the
potential of turning this skill into a business.
Location: Plaza de la Raza workshop, 3540 N. Mission Rd., Los Angeles 90031
Date & Time: Saturday February 23 from 9 am to noon
Güiro Workshop: “Artists Turning Bamboo into Capital” led by Em Sedano
Participants: This program is aimed towards adults looking to develop new skills that could help earn income
This workshop is free and no rsvps necessary, but space is limited so arrive early
Future workshops are being planned and include other musical
instruments, toy paletero carts, game boards, mobiles, and more.
Upcoming workshops will be led by May de Castro, David Flury,
Margaret Garcia, Jose Lozano, Frank Romero, and others. This project
is so new there is no web site or email list yet; you can check Plaza’s
web site and LA Art News for updates.
* What IS a güiro? It’s a musical instrument with a serrated surface that gives
a rasping sound when scraped with a stick, made from an elongated gourd
or bamboo and often used in Latin American music.

Happy Chinese New Year of the Earth Pig! February 4, 2019 • Chinese Year 4716

T

he Pig is the twelfth of all zodiac animals. According to one myth, the Jade Emperor said the zodiac order would be decided by the order
in which they arrived to his party. Pig was late because
he overslept. Another story says that a wolf destroyed Pig’s
house and Pig had to rebuild his home before he could set
off. When he arrived, he was the last one and could only
take twelfth (last) place.
The Pig is associated with the Earthly Branch, and the
hours 9 to 11 in the night. In terms of yin and yang, the Pig
is yin. In Chinese culture, pigs are a symbol of wealth.
Recent years of the Pig are: 1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983,
1995, 2007.
Pigs are diligent, compassionate, and generous. They
have great concentration: once they set a goal, they will
devote all their energy to achieving it. Though Pigs rarely
seek help from others, they will not refuse to give others a
hand. Pigs never suspect trickery, so they are easily fooled.
This will be an exciting and stimulating year for Pig
folk. Their strong drive and determination to succeed will
derive from the influences of the year of the Earth Pig.
There is much originality, creativity and resourcefulness
PIG ORIGAMI
surrounding them this year and indications suggest they
will be extremely disciplined in whatever they choose to do.
PATTERN
Family and friends will be hugely supportive of them and
their vision for the future.

あけまして おめでとう
ございます。

