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Dear Art-Loving Buckaroos: Future Studio Gallery is taking a couple of months 
off (to work on some projects and plan some new shenanigans), so please hang out 
elsewhere on 2nd Saturdays in May & June, but mark your calendars for JULY 11 
when we’ll be hosting the North East Wellness Center’s Positive Visions arts program 
with an Art and Cookies* sale; and AUGUST 8 for Eddie Solis’s photographic essay 
Through the Eyes of a Bus Rider. Other projects in various stages include Repaint 
Chicken Boy (we’re hoping for later in the summer), and some sort of tribute to 
Route 66, probably in November.** Thanks!!!!!!!!! *  You might remember last year we had 50 Shades of 

Cake (the cake sale was our take on the Depressed Cake 
Shop movement), and proceeds went to Positive Visions. 
It was a great success and a lot of fun, plus delicious. 
This year we want to do a cookie bake sale—we invite 
and would love cookie bakers to donate homemade 
cookies. They can be any kind, and will sell for $1 each 
(so size or package accordingly). If you do special 
recipe baking, please make a label or sign (gluten-free, 
dairy-free, nut-free, etc.). We’ll let you know in July’s 
Gazette about drop-off times, we just thought we’d start 
asking now. All proceeds to go to Positive Visions.

**  If you have some Route 66 inspired artwork or ideas, 
please send to us for consideration. We are working 
with a group planning a GINORMOUS International 
Route 66 Festival in the fall of 2016 (it will take place 
in downtown L.A.), and this show will be a bit of a 
teaser for that event. Other galleries, art spaces, and 
individuals are invited to also do Route 66-themed 
projects. 

To be put on the email list for either of these events, 
send your contact info to: futurestudio@sbcglobal.net

Book Reviews by Chicken Boy
Walkable City: How Downtown Can Save 
America, One Step at a Time sets out a plan 
for how to think about urban revitalization 
by improving walkability. Author Jeff Speck 
is a city planner and architect (and a good 
writer too), and some of the statistics he 
presents were kind of mind-blowing (for me 
anyhow), like how much city traffic is actually 

people driving around looking for parking (parking being a 
major topic); how the widths of driving and bike lanes affect 
flow; traffic studies; and how typical city planning is working 
off outdated ideas and could use a reboot. It is kind of funny 
how walking is a hot topic these days, even with its own very 
interesting TV series, City Walk. Who would have thunk it? 

Urban Acupuncture: Celebrating Pinpricks of 
Change that Enrich City Life is also inspiring 
for those of us who love the urban lifestyle 
but also love unexpected urban interventions 
and ideas that make things so much more 
sensible, human, and fun. Written by Jaime 
Lerner, architect, urbanist, and former mayor 
of Curitiba, Brazil. His work there is pretty 
darn awesome; he’s a guy who says, “let’s just try it and see if it 
works,” instead of “let’s try and get a grant to do a study first.”

Another Exciting Installation of . . .

Found at Dollar Tree
Clockwise from left: 
Neon orange nail polish 
in a glass skull bottle. 
“Finger Spies” googly eyes 
ring (note the instruction: 
“use your imagination 
and the fun lasts forever”). 
STOP, literally a door 
stop. Googly eyes pug dog 
journal notebook.

We walk up to the post office several times 
a week, and have gotten into the habit of 
wandering into Dollar Tree and aimlessly 
walking the aisles looking for weird merch. 
Their turnover is quite amazing—when 
we went back to stock up on toy criminal 
profiling kits, they were gone. Ditto some of 

their candies... they actually had chicken feet 
and fried egg gummies for a very brief 

run and they’ve never returned! 
To quote Charlie Brown, 

“Aargh!” Shout out 
to the nice DT 
workers—
they always 
welcome you 
to DT—we 
appreciate that 
a lot.

❤GOOGLY EYES
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Bolanos Family Sprout
Vendor of Month

Juan Bolanos worked for a sprouter for 12 
years as a driver, and he realized that he’d 
have a better future for himself and his fami-
ly if has making sprouts himself.

Six years ago, he started his own business 
making sprouts.  It didn’t require a large 
amount of space to do this – just a green-
house, and three shelves.  “We use maybe 
30 square feet at home,” says Bolanos.

There are no additives to any of their sprouts. They sprout nuts and beans, 
mixed beans, black beans, black-eyed peas, garbanzos, kamut, and wheat 
grass.  It takes about 5 days maximum for his seeds to be ready to sell.  

Currently, Juan works with his wife, three sons 
and one daughter, as well as some employees.  

They go to one mar-
ket each weekday, 
and about seven on 
Saturday and Sun-
days.

They are located at 
the Old L.A. Farmers 
Market on Avenue 58 
in the farmer section.

Visit Bolanos Family 
Sprouts and other local 
Farmers at the Old L.A. 
Certified Farmers Mar-
ket every Tuesday.

Tuesdays  3-8 pm 
N. Figueroa & Ave 58

Highland Park 90042
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North Figueroa Association is 
the nonprofit manager of the Highland 
Park business improvement district (from 
Ave. 50 up to just below York on Figueroa 
St.). NFA workers are on the streets every 
day, working for the property owners, 
who fund the special assessment district. 
NFA works to improve and promote the 
corridor.

North Figueroa Association 
contractors remove graffiti, sweep the 
streets, empty trashcans, pressure wash, 
and patrol the streets. The workers on the street are 
always happy to assist, or just say Hello!

NFA also sponsors the weekly Old L.A. Farmers 
Market—Tuesdays 3–8pm, adjacent to the HP Gold 
Line platform off Figueroa, along Marmion Way and 
Ave. 58. This year, the market celebrates its 9th year 
serving the HP community.

NFA has been serving Highland Park in many 
other quiet, positive ways—it installs and maintains 
holiday decorations on the lightpoles; it was the 
administrator of grants and funding for the Relighting 
the Historic Signs of Figueroa Street project (Highland 
Theatre, Manning’s Coffee Store rooftop signage 
restoration), and is doing the same for Repaint 
Chicken Boy. It works with the council office on issues 
such as filming, safety, and beautification.

Cleaning and maintenance is handled through 
Chrysalis Enterprises. In 2014, they handled almost 
250,000 pounds of trash (up to March 2015, they 
had already handled over 100,000 pounds of trash). 
Their mission: Chrysalis is a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to creating a pathway to self-
sufficiency for homeless and low-income 
individuals by providing the resources 
and support needed to find and retain 
employment. Find out more about 
Chrysalis: www.changelives.org/

Security is handled through General 
Security, a private security company that 
works closely with the LAPD, and is on 
patrol along the corridor every day and 
night.

L-R: Oscar Enriquez, Qwintonius Plenty, Sara Hale. 
Highland Park maintenance crew. Oscar has been 
the field supervisor of the North Figueroa Assn. 
maintenance crew since 2006. He prides himself on 
working hard every day to keep North Figueroa clean 
and beautiful. His favorite parts of his job are being a 
part of the tight-knit Highland Park community, and 
working with all the merchants and visitors that keep 
the district vibrant and busy. Oscar looks forward 
to watching Highland Park continue to grow and is 
proud of the role the maintenance team has played in 
keeping the community clean and safe.

Lead supervisor Jaime Bautista and North Figueroa 
Association patrol officer Julio Valdez prepare to 
patrol the corridor after a training day with LAPD. 
Jaime Bautista joined GSS in 2011 and is the lead 
supervisor and trainer for all GSS officers assigned to 
the Highland Park BID area. Officer Julio Valdez is a 
US Army veteran and was recently hired by GSS to 
serve the North Figueroa Association and Highland 
Park community.

HISTORIC ROUTE

HIGHLAND PARK

HISTORIC
HIGHLAND PARK

66OLD L.A.

HISTORIC
HIGHLAND PARK

66OLD L.A.

NORTH FIGUEROA ASSOCIATION • OLDLA.ORG

North Figueroa Assn
The North Figueroa Association is the non profit man-
agement of the Highland Park Business Improvement 
District on the streets every day working for the property owners, who 
fund the special assessment district.

North Figueroa Assn. contractors are removing graffiti, street sweep-
ing, emptying trash, pressure washing, removing gum and patroling 
the streets.  They can often be found in Purple shirts.  The workers 
on the street are always happy to assist or just say Hi.

Lead Supervisor Jaime Bautista and North Figueroa Association BID Patrol Officer 
Julio Valdez prepare to patrol the North Figueroa corridor after a training day.   Jaime 
Bautista joined GSS in 2011 and is the lead supervisor and trainer for all GSS officers 
assigned to the Highland Park BID area.  Ofcr Julio Valdez is a US Army veteran and 
was recently hired by GSS to serve the North Figueroa Association and Highland 
Park community.
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Oscar Enriquez, Qwintonius Plenty, Sara 
Hale. Highland Park Maintenance Crew

Oscar has been the Field Supervisor of the 
North Figueroa Assn maintenance crew 
since 2006. He prides himself on working 
hard every day to keep North Figueroa 
clean and beautiful. His favorite part of his 
role is being a part of the tight-knit High-
land Park community, and working with 
all the merchants and visitors that keep 
the district vibrant and busy. Oscar looks 
forward to watching Highland Park con-
tinue to grow and is proud of the role the 
maintenance team has played in keeping 
the community clean and safe.

North Figueroa Assn
The North Figueroa Association is the non profit man-
agement of the Highland Park Business Improvement 
District on the streets every day working for the property owners, who 
fund the special assessment district.

North Figueroa Assn. contractors are removing graffiti, street sweep-
ing, emptying trash, pressure washing, removing gum and patroling 
the streets.  They can often be found in Purple shirts.  The workers 
on the street are always happy to assist or just say Hi.

Lead Supervisor Jaime Bautista and North Figueroa Association BID Patrol Officer 
Julio Valdez prepare to patrol the North Figueroa corridor after a training day.   Jaime 
Bautista joined GSS in 2011 and is the lead supervisor and trainer for all GSS officers 
assigned to the Highland Park BID area.  Ofcr Julio Valdez is a US Army veteran and 
was recently hired by GSS to serve the North Figueroa Association and Highland 
Park community.
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Oscar Enriquez, Qwintonius Plenty, Sara 
Hale. Highland Park Maintenance Crew

Oscar has been the Field Supervisor of the 
North Figueroa Assn maintenance crew 
since 2006. He prides himself on working 
hard every day to keep North Figueroa 
clean and beautiful. His favorite part of his 
role is being a part of the tight-knit High-
land Park community, and working with 
all the merchants and visitors that keep 
the district vibrant and busy. Oscar looks 
forward to watching Highland Park con-
tinue to grow and is proud of the role the 
maintenance team has played in keeping 
the community clean and safe.

FARMERS MARKET SPOTLIGHT
BOLANOS FAMILY SPROUT

Juan Bolanos worked for a sprouter for twelve 
years as a driver, then realized he’d have a 
better future for himself and his family if he 
was making the sprouts himself.

Six years ago, he started his own sprout 
business. It didn’t require a large amount of 
space to do this—just a greenhouse, and three 
shelves. “We use maybe 30 square feet,” says 
Bolanos.

They sprout nuts and beans, mixed beans, 
black beans, black-eyed peas, garbanzos, 
kamut, and wheat grass. It takes about 5 days 
for his seeds to be ready to sell. There are no 
additives to any of their sprouts. 

Currently, Juan works primarily with 
his family, but as the 
business grows, he 
is starting to hire 
employees too. They 
go to one market each 
weekday (Old L.A. 
Farmers Market on 
Tuesdays), and about 
seven on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

5

✂

4321 6

11

12 13

14
15 16 17

7 8 9 10

Chicken Laying Eggs Origami
For somewhat experienced origamicists, cause you need to know about 
typical origami folds (if you know how to make a crane, you can figure 
this pattern out). Start with a white sheet of square paper (you can 
draw on it when it’s done to make it look like a fancy chicken). Dotted 
pattern lines indicate a fold, arrows indicate fold direction. You’ll do 
the basic crane folds to get to step 1. Most of the folds you’ll do on 
both sides. When you’re done, this chicken can sit on your desk. Yes, 
we know, it’s really a hen, but there are some things we just don’t get 
into cause of the Chicken Boy brand (chicken/hen; boy/girl; chicken as 
symbol of a chicken food establishment; etc.—we ignore these issues). 
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fold tips to the 
inside to make a 

square “egg”

tuck the 
tail inside

place the “egg” in between the head and tail on one side; 
 wiggle the head and tail back & forth and the egg gets laid.


